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ecclesiastical authority, and, in case of appeal, by the highest
ecclesiastical court—that of the Pope—that the first marriage
had never been a true marriage at all.
Such a verdict could be given on various grounds—lack of
consent, a close blood-relationship from which there had been
no dispensation granted, proof that the marriage was not con-
summated, etc.: sometimes even by both parties agreeing to
separate and take vows of celibacy for the future. The Church
officials of the day were cynical enough. A favourable verdict
for a King wishing to be rid of his wife might be expected if
there were any possible grounds, and especially if the wife
whom it was proposed to put away agreed: as, for instance, if
she admitted that the case against her marriage was a good one.
Henry and Anne were therefore justified in believing, at first,
that their chance of success stood high. On the other hand,
the obstacles to it were formidable.
Catherine was the daughter of what was now one of the
greatest Crowns in Europe—the Spanish. She was the aunt
of that vast international personage and office, the Emperor
Charles V. He would certainly support her if she stood firm,
and she herself, though genial, was determined to assert her
rights. Moreover, save in the matter of a male heir (which by
this time was manifestly a false excuse), there was no question
of policy involved. There was something more. To dissolve
a royal marriage for the purposes of a dynasty was a grave
matter, but to do so in satisfaction of a wanton and shameless
caprice was scandalous.
We have seen that the summer of 1525 was the probable
season when an understanding had been arrived at between
Henry and Anne Boleyn on this matter.   On the other hand,
the great religious revolt against the Papacy was by this time
in full swing throughout Germany, and the authority of the
Pope was shaken not only in Germany, but elsewhere.   It was
thought that the French Crown might break with the Papacy,
and the Pope would have every reason to go to the farthest
lengths in trying to preserve the English connection.  Moreover,
there was acute rivalry between the Emperor and the French
Grown for domination in North Italy, both claiming sovereignty
over Milan.   Lastly, and most important, the Turkish pressure
against the Empire from the east was becoming alarming and
would weaken die Emperor's power.
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